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Edward J. Hoffman

Senior Vice President, General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

1601 Market Street

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

(215) 231-1000

(Address, Including Zip Code, and Telephone Number, Including Area Code, of Agent for Service)

With a Copy to:

F. Douglas Raymond, III

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

One Logan Square

18th and Cherry Streets

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

(215) 988-2700

Approximate date of commencement of proposed sale to the public: From time to time after the effective date of this Registration Statement
as determined by the Registrant, depending on market conditions and other factors.

If the only securities being registered on this form are being offered pursuant to dividend or interest reinvestment plans, please check the
following box.  ¨

If any of the securities being registered on this form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to Rule 415 under the Securities
Act of 1933, other than securities offered only in connection with dividend or interest reinvestment plans, check the following box.  x

If this form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act, please check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.  ¨

If this form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following box and list the Securities
Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same offering.  ¨

If this Form is a registration statement pursuant to General Instruction I.D. or a post-effective amendment thereto that shall become effective
upon filing with the Commission pursuant to Rule 462(e) under the Securities Act, check the following box.  ¨

If this Form is a post-effective amendment to a registration statement filed pursuant to General Instruction I.D. filed to register additional
securities or additional classes of securities pursuant to Rule 413(b) under the Securities Act, check the following box.  ¨
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Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is a large accelerated filer, an accelerated filer, a non-accelerated filer, or a smaller reporting
company. See the definitions of �large accelerated filer,� �accelerated filer� and �smaller reporting company� in Rule 12b�2 of the Exchange Act.
(Check one):

Large Accelerated filer ¨ Accelerated filer x

Non-accelerated filer ¨  (Do not check if a smaller reporting company) Smaller reporting company ¨

CALCULATION OF REGISTRATION FEE

Title of Each Class of Securities to be
Registered(1)

Amount to be
Registered(2)(4)

Proposed Maximum
Offering Price Per

Unit(3)(4)

Proposed Maximum
Aggregate Offering

Price(2)(3)(4)
Amount of

Registration Fee(4)
Common Stock, par value $0.001 per share(5)

Preferred Stock, par value $0.001 per share
Debt Securities
Depositary Shares (6)

Warrants to Purchase Shares of Common Stock,
Shares of Preferred Stock or other securities
Rights to Purchase Shares of Common Stock,
Shares of Preferred Stock or other securities
Stock Purchase Contracts
Units
Total $1,000,000,000 100% $1,000,000,000 $55,800(7)

(1) The offered securities may be sold separately, together or as units with other offered securities.
(2) Not specified as to each class of securities to be registered pursuant to General Instruction II(D) to Form S-3. Includes such indeterminate

number or amount of shares of Common Stock, shares of Preferred Stock, Debt Securities, Depositary Shares, Warrants, Rights, Stock
Purchase Contracts and Units of Radian Group Inc. as may from time to time be issued at indeterminate prices, in U.S. Dollars or the
equivalent thereof denominated in foreign currencies or units of two or more foreign currencies or composite currencies. In no event will
the aggregate maximum offering price of all securities issued to the public pursuant to this registration statement exceed $1,000,000,000. If
any Debt Securities are issued at an original issue discount, then the aggregate principal amount payable at maturity may exceed
$1,000,000,000, but the aggregate initial offering price to the public will not exceed $1,000,000,000.

(3) Estimated solely for purposes of calculating the registration fee pursuant to Rule 457(o) under the Securities Act of 1933.
(4) Calculated pursuant to Rule 457(o) based on an estimate of the proposed maximum offering price of all the securities listed. Pursuant to

Rule 457(o), the table does not specify by each class information as to the amount to be registered, proposed maximum offering price per
unit or proposed maximum aggregate offering price. The aggregate public offering price of securities sold will not exceed $1,000,000,000
(see Note 2 above). Unless otherwise indicated in an amendment to this filing, no separate consideration will be received for Common
Stock, Preferred Stock or Debt Securities that are issued upon conversion or exchange of Debt Securities, Preferred Stock, Depositary
Shares, Warrants, Stock Purchase Contracts or Rights registered hereunder.

(5) Also includes such presently indeterminate number of shares of Common Stock as may be issued upon conversion of or exchange for any
Debt Securities, Preferred Stock, Warrants, Stock Purchase Contracts or Rights that provide for conversion or exchange into Common
Stock. Prior to the occurrence of certain events, such conversion or exchange rights will not be exercisable or evidenced separately from
the Common Stock.

(6) To be represented by Depositary Receipts representing an interest in all or a specified portion of a share of Preferred Stock.
(7) Pursuant to Rule 457(p) under the Securities Act of 1933, filing fees of $69,685 were previously paid with respect to unsold securities

registered pursuant to a Registration Statement on Form S-3 (File No. 333-118220) filed by Radian Group Inc., Radian Group Capital
Trust I, and Radian Group Capital Trust II on August 13, 2004 and for which a post-effective amendment was filed on March 16, 2005.
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Those fees have been carried forward and are offset against the registration fee of $55,800 due for this registration statement.
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The Registrant hereby amends this Registration Statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay its effective date until the
Registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this Registration Statement shall thereafter become effective in
accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of 1933 or until the Registration Statement shall become effective on such date as the
Securities and Exchange Commission, acting pursuant to said Section 8(a), may determine.

The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. We may not sell these securities until the
registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission is declared effective. This prospectus is not an
offer to sell these securities and it is not soliciting an offer to buy these securities in any jurisdiction where the offer or
sale is not permitted.

PROSPECTUS

SUBJECT TO COMPLETION, DATED JULY 17, 2009

$1,000,000,000

Common Stock

Preferred Stock

Debt Securities

Depositary Shares

Warrants

Rights

Stock Purchase Contracts

Units

Radian Group Inc., from time to time, may offer, issue and sell, together or separately, (i) shares of common stock, (ii) shares of preferred stock,
(iii) debt securities, which may be senior debt securities, senior subordinated debt securities or subordinated debt securities, (iv) depositary
shares, (v) warrants to purchase common stock, preferred stock or other securities; (vi) rights to purchase common stock, preferred stock or other
securities; (vii) stock purchase contracts; and (viii) units consisting of two or more classes of the securities registered hereunder.

This prospectus contains a general description of the securities we may offer. Each time we issue the securities we will provide a prospectus
supplement containing specific information about the terms of that issuance, which also may add, update or change information contained in this
prospectus. You should read carefully this prospectus and any applicable supplements before deciding to invest.

The aggregate of the offering prices of the securities covered by this prospectus will not exceed $1,000,000,000.
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Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange under the symbol �RDN.� We expect that any common stock sold pursuant to a
prospectus supplement will be listed on such exchange, subject to official notice of issuance. Any prospectus supplement will contain
information, where applicable, as to any other listing (if any) on the New York Stock Exchange or any other securities exchange of the other
securities covered by the prospectus supplement.

The securities may be sold directly to investors, through agents designated from time to time or to or through underwriters or dealers. See �Plan
of Distribution� on page 34 of this prospectus. If any agents or underwriters are involved in the sale of any securities in respect of which this
prospectus is being delivered, the names of such agents or underwriters and any applicable commissions or discounts will be set forth in the
applicable prospectus supplement. The net proceeds we expect to receive from such sale also will be set forth in the applicable prospectus
supplement.

This prospectus may not be used to offer or sell any securities unless accompanied by a prospectus supplement.

Consider carefully the Risk Factors beginning on page 5, in any accompanying prospectus supplement, and in
the reports we file with the Securities and Exchange Commission that are incorporated by reference into this
prospectus before deciding to invest in any of these securities.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or disapproved of these securities or
determined if this prospectus or any accompanying prospectus supplement is truthful or complete. Any representation to the contrary is
a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is             .
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ABOUT THIS PROSPECTUS

Unless the context otherwise requires, we use the terms �Company,� �we,� �us,� and �our� to refer to either Radian Group Inc. or to Radian Group Inc.
and its subsidiaries.

This prospectus is part of a registration statement that we have filed with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the �SEC�) using a �shelf�
registration. Under this shelf registration, we may sell any combination of the securities described in this prospectus in one or more offerings up
to an aggregate initial offering price of $1,000,000,000. This prospectus provides you with a general description of the securities we may offer.
Each time we sell securities, we will provide a prospectus supplement that will contain specific information about the terms of that offering. The
prospectus supplement may also add, update or change information contained in this prospectus.

For general information about the distribution of securities offered, please see �Plan of Distribution� on page 34 of this prospectus. You should
read both this prospectus and any prospectus supplement together with the additional information described in �Where You Can Find More
Information� and �Incorporation of Certain Information by Reference� before you decide whether to invest in any of the securities.

You should rely only on the information contained in, or incorporated by reference into, this prospectus and any applicable prospectus
supplement. You may obtain the information incorporated by reference into this prospectus without charge by following the
instructions under �Where You Can Find More Information� and �Incorporation of Certain Information by Reference� below. We have not
authorized any other person to provide you with different information. If anyone provides you with different or inconsistent
information, you should not rely on it. We are not making an offer to sell these securities or soliciting an offer to buy the securities in
any jurisdiction where the offer or sale is not permitted. You should assume that the information appearing in this prospectus is
accurate only as of the date of this prospectus. Our business, financial condition, results of operations and prospects may have changed
since that date.

This prospectus summarizes certain documents and other information, and we refer you to them for a more complete understanding of what we
discuss in this prospectus. In making an investment decision, you must rely on your own examination of our Company and the terms of this
offering and the securities, including the merits and risks involved.

We are not making any representation to any purchaser of the securities regarding the legality of an investment in the securities by such
purchaser. You should not consider any information in this prospectus to be legal, business or tax advice. You should consult your own attorney,
business advisor or tax advisor for legal, business and tax advice regarding an investment in the securities.

- 1 -
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RADIAN GROUP INC.

We are a credit enhancement company with a primary strategic focus on domestic first-lien residential mortgage insurance.

We have three business segments � mortgage insurance, financial guaranty and financial services:

� Our mortgage insurance segment provides credit protection for mortgage lenders and other financial services companies on
residential mortgage assets.

� Our financial guaranty segment has provided insurance and reinsurance of municipal bonds, structured finance transactions and other
credit-based risks, and has provided credit protection on various asset classes through financial guarantees and credit default swaps.
In the third quarter of 2008, we decided to discontinue, for the foreseeable future, writing any new financial guaranty business,
including accepting new financial guaranty reinsurance, other than as may be necessary to commute, restructure, hedge or otherwise
mitigate losses or reduce exposure in our existing portfolio.

� Our financial services segment consists primarily of our ownership interest in Sherman Financial Services Group LLC � a consumer
asset and servicing firm specializing in credit card and bankruptcy-plan consumer assets.

Radian Group Inc. acts principally as a holding company for our insurance subsidiaries and does not have any significant operations of its own.

Our principal executive offices are located at 1601 Market Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103, and our telephone number is (215) 
231-1000. The Company was incorporated in Delaware in 1992.

CAUTIONARY STATEMENT REGARDING FORWARD-LOOKING INFORMATION

In addition to historical information, this prospectus, including the information incorporated by reference into this prospectus, contains
statements relating to future events or our future results. These statements are forward-looking statements within the meaning of the United
States Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Generally, words such as �may,� �will,� �should,� �could,� �would,� �anticipate,� �expect,� �intend,�
�estimate,� �plan,� �project,� �continue,� �goal� and �believe,� or other variations on these and other similar expressions identify forward-looking statements.
Forward-looking statements are only predictions and, as such, are not guarantees of future performance and involve risks, uncertainties and
assumptions that are difficult to predict. Forward-looking statements are based upon assumptions as to future events or our future financial
performance that may not prove to be accurate. These statements speak only as of the date they were made, and we undertake no obligation to
publicly update or revise any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. Actual outcomes
and results may differ materially from what is expressed or implied in these forward-looking statements. The forward-looking statements, as
well as our prospects as a whole, are subject to risks and uncertainties, including the following:

� changes in general financial and political conditions, such as a deepening of the existing national economic recession, further decreases in
housing demand, mortgage originations or housing values (in particular, further deterioration in the housing, mortgage and related credit
markets, which would harm our future consolidated results of operations and could cause losses for our businesses to be worse than
expected), a further reduction in the liquidity in the capital markets and further contraction of credit markets, further increases in
unemployment rates, changes or volatility in interest rates or consumer confidence, changes in credit spreads, changes in the way investors
perceive the strength of private mortgage insurers or financial guaranty providers, investor concern over the credit quality and specific
risks faced by the particular businesses, municipalities or pools of assets covered by our insurance;

- 2 -
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� catastrophic events or further economic changes in geographic regions where our mortgage insurance or financial guaranty insurance in
force is more concentrated;

� our ability to successfully execute upon our internally sourced capital plan (which depends, in part, on the performance of our financial
guaranty portfolio), and if necessary, to obtain additional capital to support new business writings in our mortgage insurance business and
the long-term liquidity needs of our holding company (including significant payment obligations in 2010 and 2011); and to protect our
credit ratings and the financial strength ratings of Radian Guaranty Inc., our principal mortgage insurance subsidiary, from further
downgrades;

� a further decrease in the volume of home mortgage originations due to reduced liquidity in the lending market, tighter underwriting
standards and the ongoing deterioration in housing markets throughout the U.S.;

� our ability to maintain adequate risk-to-capital ratios and surplus requirements in our mortgage insurance business in light of on-going
losses in this business and in our financial guaranty portfolio;

� our ability to continue to mitigate losses through increased levels of rescissions and denials, which have positively impacted our provision
for losses;

� the concentration of our mortgage insurance business among a relatively small number of large customers;

� disruption in the servicing of mortgages covered by our insurance policies;

� the aging of our mortgage insurance portfolio and changes in severity or frequency of losses associated with certain of our products that
are riskier than traditional mortgage insurance or financial guaranty insurance policies;

� the performance of our insured portfolio of higher risk loans, such as Alternative-A (�Alt-A�) and subprime loans, and of adjustable rate
products, such as adjustable rate mortgages and interest-only mortgages, which have resulted in increased losses and are expected to result
in further losses;

� reduced opportunities for loss mitigation in markets where housing values fail to appreciate or continue to decline;

� changes in persistency rates of our mortgage insurance policies;

� an increase in the risk profile of our existing mortgage insurance portfolio due to mortgage refinancing in the current housing market;

� further downgrades or threatened downgrades of, or other ratings actions with respect to, our credit ratings or the ratings assigned by the
major rating agencies to any of our rated insurance subsidiaries at any time (in particular, the credit rating of Radian Group Inc. and the
financial strength ratings assigned to Radian Guaranty Inc.);
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� heightened competition for our mortgage insurance business from others such as the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans�
Administration or other private mortgage insurers (in particular those that have been assigned higher ratings from the major rating
agencies);

� changes in the charters or business practices of Federal National Mortgage Association (�Fannie Mae�) and Freddie Mac, the largest
purchasers of mortgage loans that we insure, and our ability to remain an eligible provider to both Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae;

- 3 -
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� the application of existing federal or state consumer, lending, insurance, securities and other applicable laws and regulations, or changes in
these laws and regulations or the way they are interpreted; including, without limitation: (i) the outcome of existing investigations or the
possibility of private lawsuits or other formal investigations by state insurance departments and state attorneys general alleging that
services offered by the mortgage insurance industry, such as captive reinsurance, pool insurance and contract underwriting, are violative of
the Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act and/or similar state regulations, (ii) legislative and regulatory changes affecting demand for
private mortgage insurance, or (iii) legislation and regulatory changes limiting or restricting our use of (or requirements for) additional
capital, the products we may offer, the form in which we may execute the credit protection we provide or the aggregate notional amount of
any product we may offer for any one transaction or in the aggregate;

� the possibility that we may fail to estimate accurately the likelihood, magnitude and timing of losses in connection with establishing loss
reserves for our mortgage insurance or financial guaranty businesses or premium deficiencies for our mortgage insurance businesses, or to
estimate accurately the fair value amounts of derivative contracts in our mortgage insurance and financial guaranty businesses in
determining gains and losses on these contracts;

� the ability of our primary insurance customers in our financial guaranty reinsurance business to provide appropriate surveillance and to
mitigate losses adequately with respect to our assumed insurance portfolio;

� volatility in our earnings caused by changes in the fair value of our derivative instruments and our need to reevaluate the premium
deficiency in our mortgage insurance business on a quarterly basis;

� changes in accounting guidance from the SEC or the Financial Accounting Standards Board;

� legal and other limitations on amounts we may receive from our subsidiaries as dividends or through our tax� and expense-sharing
arrangements with our subsidiaries; and

� our investment in Sherman Financial Group LLC, which could be negatively affected in the current credit environment if Sherman is
unable to maintain sufficient sources of funding for its business activities or remain in compliance with its credit facilities.

For more information regarding these risks and uncertainties as well as certain additional risks that we face, investors should review the risks
described in this prospectus and in the applicable prospectus supplement and those incorporated by reference into this prospectus, including
those risks detailed under Item 1A, �Risk Factors� under our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2008 and subsequent
reports and registration statements filed from time to time with the Securities and Exchange Commission.

- 4 -
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RISK FACTORS

Investing in our securities involves risk. You should carefully consider the risk factors contained in our most recent Annual Report on Form
10�K and our subsequent Quarterly Reports on Form 10�Q, which are incorporated by reference herein, and the other information contained
in this prospectus, as updated by our subsequent filings under the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, and the risk factors and other information
contained in the applicable prospectus supplement before acquiring any of such securities. These risks could have a material adverse effect on
our business, results of operations or financial condition and cause the value of our securities to decline. You could lose all or part of your
investment.

USE OF PROCEEDS

We do not currently know either the number or types of securities that will be ultimately sold pursuant to this prospectus or the prices at which
such securities will be sold. Unless otherwise specified in a prospectus supplement accompanying this prospectus, we intend to use the net
proceeds of any sale of securities under this prospectus for any combination of the repayment of outstanding indebtedness, working capital,
capital expenditures, acquisitions, capital support for our subsidiaries, payments to our subsidiaries pursuant to tax allocation arrangements, and
general business purposes. Until we use the net proceeds in the manner described above, we may temporarily use them to make short-term
investments or reduce short-term borrowings.

RATIO OF EARNINGS TO FIXED CHARGES AND TO COMBINED FIXED

CHARGES AND PREFERRED STOCK DIVIDENDS

The following table sets forth our historical ratio of earnings to fixed charges and to combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends from
continuing operations. Earnings consist of income from continuing operations before income taxes, extraordinary items, cumulative effect of
accounting changes, equity in net income of affiliates and fixed charges. Fixed charges consist of interest expense and capitalized interest and an
estimate of interest expense within rental expense. Combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends consist of fixed charges, as defined
above, and the amount of pre-tax earnings required to pay the dividends on our preferred stock.

Three Months
Ended Fiscal Years Ended December 31,

March 31, 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
Ratio of earnings to fixed charges (2) (1) (1) (1) 14.8x 15.5x 17.8x

Ratio of earnings to combined fixed charges and preferred stock dividends (2) (1) (1) (1) 14.8x 15.5x 17.8x

(1) For the three months ended March 31, 2009, and in 2008 and 2007, earnings were not adequate to cover fixed charges in the amount of
$325,510, $642,423 and $1,545,048, respectively.

(2) Interest on tax related liabilities that are non-third party indebtedness are excluded from the calculation.

- 5 -
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE OFFERED SECURITIES

We may from time to time offer under this prospectus, separately or together:

� common stock;

� preferred stock, which may be represented by depositary shares as described below;

� senior, senior subordinated or subordinated debt securities;

� warrants to purchase from us shares of our common stock, preferred stock or other securities;

� rights to purchase from us shares of our common stock, preferred stock or other securities;

� stock purchase contracts; and

� units, each representing a combination of two or more of the foregoing securities.
The aggregate of the offering prices of the securities covered by this prospectus will not exceed $1,000,000,000.

DESCRIPTION OF OUR CAPITAL STOCK

The following is a general description of our capital stock. The terms of our amended and restated certificate of incorporation and bylaws are
more detailed than the general information provided below. You should read our amended and restated certificate of incorporation and bylaws,
which are incorporated by reference as exhibits to the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part.

Authorized and Outstanding Capital Stock

We are authorized to issue a total of 345,000,000 shares of our capital stock, with a par value of $0.001 per share. Of the authorized amount,
325,000,000 of the shares are designated as common stock and 20,000,000 of the shares are designated as preferred stock.

As of July 14, 2009, there were 82,331,809 shares of common stock issued and outstanding, and no shares of preferred stock were issued or
outstanding.

Description of Common Stock

General. Each share of our common stock has the same rights and privileges. Holders of our common stock do not have any preferences or any
preemptive, redemption, subscription, conversion or exchange rights. All of our outstanding shares of common stock are fully paid and
nonassessable. Our common stock is listed on the New York Stock Exchange (�NYSE�) under the symbol �RDN.�

Voting Rights. The holders of our common stock are entitled to vote upon all matters submitted to a vote of our stockholders and are entitled to
one vote for each share of common stock held. There is no cumulative voting.

Dividends. Subject to the prior rights and preferences, if any, applicable to shares of preferred stock or any series of preferred stock, the holders
of common stock are entitled to participate ratably in all dividends, payable in cash, stock or otherwise, that may be declared by our board of
directors out of any funds legally available for the payment of dividends. Each such distribution will be payable to holders of record as they
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appear on our stock transfer books on such record dates and dividend dates as may be fixed by our board of directors.
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Liquidation and Distribution. If we voluntarily or involuntarily liquidate, dissolve or wind-up, or upon any distribution of our assets, the holders
of our common stock will be entitled to receive, after distribution in full of the preferential amounts, if any, to be distributed to the holders of
preferred stock or any series of preferred stock, all of the remaining assets available for distribution equally and ratably in proportion to the
number of shares of common stock held by them.

Description of Preferred Stock

General. Under our amended and restated certificate of incorporation, our board of directors is authorized, without further stockholder action, to
provide for the issuance of shares of preferred stock in one or more series, with such voting powers and with such designations, preferences and
relative, participating, optional or other special rights, qualifications, privileges, limitations or restrictions, as may be determined by our board of
directors and set forth in a certificate of designation. We may amend from time to time our certificate of incorporation and bylaws to increase the
number of authorized shares of preferred stock or common stock or to make other changes or additions.

Any preferred stock that we issue under this prospectus will have the voting, dividend, liquidation, redemption and conversion rights described
below unless otherwise provided in the prospectus supplement relating to a particular series of preferred stock. You should read the prospectus
supplement relating to the particular series of preferred stock for specific terms of the series, including:

� the title and liquidation preference per share and the number of shares offered;

� the price at which shares of the series will be sold;

� the form of dividend and dividend rate, if any, or method of calculation of dividends, the dates on which dividends will be payable,
whether such dividends shall be cumulative or noncumulative and, if cumulative, the dates from which dividends will commence to
accumulate;

� any redemption or sinking fund provisions;

� any conversion provisions; and

� any additional dividend, liquidation, redemption or sinking fund provisions and other rights, preferences, privileges, limitations and
restrictions of such preferred stock.

When issued, the preferred stock will be fully paid and nonassessable. Unless otherwise specified in the prospectus supplement relating to a
series of preferred stock, in the event of a liquidation, each series of preferred stock will rank on a parity as to dividends and distributions with
all other outstanding preferred stock, if any. Below is a discussion of terms we expect to be generally applicable to the preferred stock. We will
set forth any terms of a series of preferred stock that vary from these generally applicable terms in a prospectus supplement relating to such
series of preferred stock.

Voting Rights. Except as set forth in any prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred stock or as expressly required by applicable law,
a holder of the preferred stock will not be entitled to vote. If we issue shares of any series of preferred stock, holders of such shares will be
entitled to one vote for each share held on matters on which holders of such series are entitled to vote.

The affirmative vote or consent of the holders of a majority of the outstanding shares of each series of preferred stock, unless our board of
directors establishes a higher amount, voting as a separate class, will be required for any amendment of our certificate of incorporation that
adversely changes any rights or preferences of such series of preferred stock.
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Dividend Rights. Holders of the preferred stock of a particular series will be entitled to receive, when, as and if declared by our board of
directors, out of our assets legally available therefor, cash dividends at such rates and on such dates as are set forth in the prospectus supplement
relating to such series. The rate may be fixed or variable or both. Dividends will be payable to the holders of record as they appear on our stock
books on the record dates and dividend dates fixed by our board of directors or a duly authorized committee thereof. Dividends on any series of
preferred stock may be cumulative or noncumulative, as provided in the prospectus supplement relating to such series of preferred stock. If our
board of directors fails to declare a dividend payable on a dividend payment date on any series of preferred stock for which dividends are
noncumulative, then the right to receive a dividend in respect of the dividend period ending on such dividend payment day will be lost, and we
will have no obligation to pay the dividend accrued for that period, whether or not dividends are declared for any subsequent period.

If the prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred stock so provides, when dividends are not paid in full upon any series of preferred
stock and any other preferred stock ranking on a parity as to dividends with such series of preferred stock, all dividends declared upon such
series of preferred stock and any other preferred stock ranking on a parity as to dividends will be declared pro rata so that the amount of
dividends declared per share on such series and such other preferred stock will in all cases bear to each other the same ratio that accrued
dividends per share on such series of preferred stock and such other preferred stock bear to each other. Except as provided in the preceding
sentence, unless full dividends, including, in the case of cumulative preferred stock, accumulations, if any, in respect of prior dividend payment
periods on all outstanding shares of any series of preferred stock have been paid, no dividends, other than in shares of common stock or another
stock ranking junior to such series of preferred stock as to dividends and upon liquidation, will be declared or paid or set aside for payment or
other distributions made upon our common stock or any of our other stock ranking junior to such preferred stock (including other series of
preferred stock ranking junior to such series of preferred stock) as to dividends. If the prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred
stock so provides, no common stock or any other stock (including other series of preferred stock) ranking junior to or on a parity with such series
of preferred stock as to dividends or upon liquidation may be redeemed, purchased or otherwise acquired for any consideration, or any monies
paid to or made available for a sinking fund for the redemption of any shares of any such stock, by us, while such preferred stock remains
outstanding, except by conversion into or exchange for our stock ranking junior to such series of preferred stock as to dividends and upon
liquidation.

The amount of dividends payable for each dividend period will be computed by annualizing the applicable dividend rate and dividing by the
number of dividend periods in a year, except that the amount of dividends payable for the initial dividend period or any period shorter than a full
dividend period will be computed on the basis of 30-day months, a 360-day year and the actual number of days elapsed in the period.

Liquidation and Distribution. In the event of any voluntary or involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of our business, the holders of
each series of preferred stock will be entitled to receive out of our assets available for distribution to stockholders, before any distribution of
assets is made to holders of common stock or any other class of stock ranking junior to such series of preferred stock upon liquidation,
liquidating distributions in the amount set forth in the prospectus supplement relating to such series of preferred stock. If, upon any voluntary or
involuntary liquidation, dissolution or winding up of our business, the amounts payable with respect to the preferred stock of any series and any
other shares of our stock ranking as to any such distribution on a parity with such series of preferred stock are not paid in full, the holders of the
preferred stock of such series and of such other shares will share ratably in any such distribution of our assets in proportion to the full respective
preferential amounts to which they are entitled.

Redemption. A series of preferred stock may be redeemable, in whole or in part, at our option, and may be subject to mandatory redemption
pursuant to a sinking fund or otherwise, in each case upon terms, at the times and the redemption prices and for the types of consideration set
forth in the prospectus supplement relating to such series.

The prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred stock that is subject to mandatory redemption will specify the number of shares of
such series of preferred stock to be redeemed by us in each year commencing after a date or event to be specified, at a redemption price per share
to be specified, together with an amount equal to any accrued and unpaid dividends thereon to the date of redemption.
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Conversion or Exchange Rights. The prospectus supplement relating to a series of preferred stock will state the terms, if any, on which shares of
that series are convertible or exchangeable into shares of our common stock, debt securities or another series of our preferred stock. These
provisions may allow or require the number of our shares of common stock or other securities to be received by holders of shares of preferred
stock to be adjusted upon the occurrence of events described in the applicable prospectus supplement, including the issuance of a stock dividend
to common stockholders or a combination, subdivision or reclassification of common stock; the issuance of rights, warrants or options to all
common and preferred stockholders entitling them to purchase common stock for an aggregate purchase price per share less than the current
market price per share of common stock; and any other events described in the prospectus supplement. Unless the prospectus supplement
relating to a series of preferred stock so provides, our preferred stock will have no preemptive rights.

Anti-takeover Provisions

Certificate of Incorporation and Bylaws. Certain provisions of our amended and restated certificate of incorporation and bylaws summarized
below may delay, defer or prevent a tender offer or takeover attempt, including attempts that might result in a premium over the market price for
our securities. Our amended and restated certificate of incorporation and bylaws provide:

� that directors can be removed only for cause and only upon the vote of the holders of shares entitled to cast a majority of the votes that all
stockholders are entitled to cast in an election of directors;

� that we may issue preferred stock with such rights, preferences, privileges and limitations as our board of directors may establish;

� that special meetings of stockholders may only be called by the chairman of the board, a majority of the board of directors or the holders of
a majority of the shares of common stock then outstanding;

� advance notice procedures with regard to the nomination, other than by or at the direction of the board of directors or a committee of the
board, of candidates for election as directors; and

� procedures providing that a notice of proposed stockholder nominations for the election of directors must be timely given in writing to our
secretary generally not less than 60 days before the meeting at which directors are to be elected.

Restrictions on Ownership Under Insurance Laws. The application of various state insurance laws could be a significant deterrent to any person
interested in acquiring control of us. The insurance holding company laws of each of the jurisdictions in which our insurance subsidiaries are
incorporated or commercially domiciled govern any acquisition of control of our insurance subsidiaries or of us. In general, these laws provide
that no person or entity may directly or indirectly acquire control of an insurance company unless that person or entity has received the prior
approval of the insurance regulatory authorities. An acquisition of control would be presumed in the case of any person or entity who purchases
10% or more of our outstanding common stock, unless a request for an exemption from the acquisition of control is filed by the acquirer and
subsequently approved by all of the applicable insurance regulatory authorities.

Delaware General Corporation Law. The terms of Section 203 of the Delaware General Corporation Law apply to us because we are a
publicly-traded Delaware corporation. Pursuant to Section 203, with certain exceptions, a Delaware corporation may not engage in any of a
broad range of business combinations, such as mergers, consolidations and sales of assets, with an �interested stockholder,� as defined below, for a
period of three years from the date that person became an interested stockholder, unless:

� the transaction that results in a person becoming an interested stockholder or the business combination is approved by the board of
directors of the corporation before the person becomes an interested stockholder;

�
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85% or more of the voting stock of the corporation outstanding at the time the transaction commenced, excluding shares owned by persons
who are directors and also officers and shares owned by certain employee stock plans; or
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� on or after the time the person becomes an interested stockholder, the business combination is approved by the corporation�s board of
directors and by holders of at least two-thirds of the corporation�s outstanding voting stock, excluding shares owned by the interested
stockholder, at a meeting of stockholders.

Under Section 203, an �interested stockholder� is defined as any person, other than the corporation and any direct or indirect majority-owned
subsidiary, that is:

� the owner of 15% or more of the outstanding voting stock of the corporation; or

� an affiliate or associate of the corporation and was the owner of 15% or more of the outstanding voting stock of the corporation at any time
within the three-year period immediately before the date on which it is sought to be determined whether such person is an interested
stockholder.

Transfer Agent and Registrar

The transfer agent and registrar for our common stock is The Bank of New York.

DESCRIPTION OF DEBT SECURITIES

The following is a general description of the debt securities that we may issue from time to time. The particular terms relating to each debt
security, which may be different from or in addition to the terms described below, will be set forth in a prospectus supplement relating to such
securities.

The debt securities will be our direct obligations. The senior debt securities will rank equally with all of our other senior and unsubordinated
debt. The senior subordinated debt securities will have a junior position to all of our senior debt, which is generally defined in both the
subordinated debt indenture and senior subordinated debt indenture to include all debt other than debt that is expressly subordinated to or pari
passu with the subordinated debt securities or senior subordinated debt securities, as the case may be. The subordinated debt securities will have
a junior position to all of our senior debt and all of our senior subordinated debt. The senior debt securities will be issued under a senior debt
indenture, the senior subordinated debt securities will be issued under a senior subordinated debt indenture, and the subordinated debt securities
will be issued under a subordinated debt indenture. The indentures will be qualified under the Trust Indenture Act of 1939. The type and terms
of the debt securities we offer under this prospectus may be limited by the other debt instruments to which we are a party at the time of the
offering.

Because most of our operations are conducted through our insurance subsidiaries, most of our cash flow, and consequently, our ability to service
debt, including the debt securities, is dependent upon the earnings of those subsidiaries and the transfer of funds by those subsidiaries to us in the
form of dividends or permitted payments under tax- and expense-sharing arrangements, supplemented with borrowings. Our insurance
subsidiaries� ability to pay dividends to us is subject to various conditions imposed by the insurance regulations of the states where they are
domiciled and by Freddie Mac, Fannie Mae and certain rating agencies.

Some of our subsidiaries may finance their operations by borrowing from external creditors; lending agreements between some of the operating
subsidiaries and external creditors also may restrict the amount of net assets available for cash dividends and other payments to us.

Because we are a holding company, we rely on dividends from, and tax- and expense-sharing arrangements with, our subsidiaries to meet our
liquidity needs, and therefore to make payments in respect of our securities. As such, any securities we issue will be structurally subordinated to
the indebtedness and other liabilities, if any, of our subsidiaries, including claims of our subsidiaries� policyholders, trade creditors, preferred
stockholders and creditors, and any taxing authorities. Any claims we have as an unsecured creditor of one of our subsidiaries would be
subordinate to any security interest in the assets of that subsidiary and any indebtedness of that subsidiary senior to the indebtedness held by us.
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We have summarized below the material provisions of the three indentures. The summary is not complete and is subject in all respects to the
provisions of and is qualified in its entirety by reference to the forms of indentures, which are filed as exhibits and incorporated by reference into
the registration statement of which this prospectus forms a part. The prospectus supplement relating to the applicable issuance of debt securities
will describe any significant differences between the indentures and the summary below. The forms of senior indenture, senior subordinated
indenture and subordinated indenture are substantially the same, except for certain covenants of ours and provisions relating to subordination.
You should read the indentures for provisions that may be important to you. The forms of indentures may be supplemented or revised in
connection with the filing of a prospectus supplement and such later version will govern any debt securities issued in conjunction with that
prospectus supplement.

Terms Applicable to All Debt Securities

No Limit on Debt Amounts. The indentures do not limit the amount of debt that can be issued under the indentures. These amounts will be set
from time to time by our board of directors.

Prospectus Supplements. The prospectus supplement relating to a series of debt securities will summarize the specific terms of such debt
securities and the related offering including, with respect to each series of debt securities, some or all of the following, as well as any other
material terms of the securities:

� title and form of the securities;

� offering price;

� any limit on the amount that may be issued;

� maturity date(s);

� interest rate or the method of computing the interest rate (including, if applicable, any provisions relating to the resetting of such rate
and any maximum rate applicable to any reset rate);

� dates on which interest will accrue, or how the dates will be determined, the interest payment dates, whether interest may be deferred
at our option and any related record dates;

� terms and conditions on which the securities may be redeemed, in whole or in part, at our option;

� date(s), if any, on which, and the price(s) at which, we are obligated to redeem, or at the holder�s option to purchase, in whole or in
part, the securities and related terms and provisions;

� details of any required sinking fund payments;

� the currency or currencies in which the securities will be denominated or payable, if other than U.S. dollars;
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� any index, formula or other method by which payments on the securities will be determined, and any special voting or defeasance
provisions in connection with a determination, if the amount of payments are to be determined with reference to an index, formula or
other method;
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